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7 December 1865

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided at the congregational meeting of the First Reformed,
opening the meeting with prayer after the singing of Psalm 103.1. All retiring elders and deacons
were reelected. The financial condition of the congregtion was reported. The Holland Academy
had received $252.95 that year and $159.00 had been collected for the Graafschap parsonage.
Pew rents that afternoon brought in $2,294.15. Disbursements to the poor came to $1,676.00 for
the year. Several people at the meeting gave gifts to eliminate the debt in the poor fund. The
pastor suggested that due to the size of the congregation, it should split in two or that the
congregation establish a "missionary post." A committee will be appointed to consider this
proposal of the pastor. "The meeting was closed by Dr. van Raalte."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 250-251.
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Congregational Meeting on Thanksgiving Day,
December 7, 1865
ARTICLE 1 — Psalm 103: 1 was sung. The Rev. A. C. van Raalte led in prayer.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous congregational meeting were read and
approved.
ARTICLE 3 — The retiring elders:
A. Kamper
J. Wilterdink
H. Broek
W. Oonk
R. de Bruin
were all re-elected unanimously.
The retiring deacons were also unanimously re-elected:
A. Geerlings
J. Vork
F. Kieft
ARTICLE 4 — The financial condition of the congregation was reported as follows:
Received from the regular Sunday collections:
$1,326.02
$32.27 't
For the wounded and sick soldiers:
B. Slag, for fire damages:
39.25
K. Boer, for fire damages:
33.08
Board of education:
19.38
Mission work 25.00
Parsonage, for the Graafschaap Church: 159.00
Holland Academy:
252.95
$1,886.95
Collections for this morning totaled:
75.70
For the poor in the South:
25.50
Mission work:
3.75
Holland Academy:
8.50
For the poor:
55.75
For the poor and Academy:
$169.20
Additional funds brought this afternoon:
$238.00
$2,294.15
In the pew rental funds, it is thought that at the end of the year, there will be surplus of
plus-minus $600.00. Pews rented in 1865: $1,537.00
$1,676.00
Disbursements for the poor amounted to
$3,831.15
$1,326.02
Receipts:
$349.98
Leaving a deficit of:
Brother Keppel reports that a previously received gift given him on the occasion
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of the loss of a horse had always been looked upon by him as a debt of $60.00 to those
who gave. Although the givers are unknown to him, he presumes that many are present
at the meeting. He now wishes, with their approval, to give that $60.00 towards reducing
the deficit in the poor fund. When the question was asked whether anyone present
wished to have some of that money returned to the giver, no one asked. Whereupon,
Keppel promised to give $60.00 to the deacons,
Brother de Bruin promised to give an additional $5.00 to help in reducing the deficit, and
others followed suit, so a total was given of $178.00, which brought the benevolence gifts
for the day of $407.20. This includes the above-mentioned $60.00.
K. Schaddelee proposed, and the assembly agreed, that the promised monies should be
placed in the hands of the clerk within eight days.
ARTICLE 5 — Rev. van Raalte reports that it has become necessary, due to the large size
of our congregation and the dispersion of the inhabitants of this area, that additional
labors for the welfare of men's souls and extension of God's kingdom is required. In his
opinion, it would be useful if this congregation were split into two. However, if people
are not yet prepared for this, a missionary post should be established. In any case,
something must be done for the benefit of our fellow citizens dwelling in our midst.
After various views had been expressed, no definitive decision could be made, and it was
proposed to appoint a committee of ten people, plus four members of the consistory, to
prepare a plan in cooperation with the pastor, with a mandate later to present their
proposal to the congregation. An amendment was made, calling for reflection on this
matter, and then to meet again eight days. This was later changed to January 2, with the
approval of the original mover of the motion. The vote on the amended motion was
defeated by a vote of 21 to 17.
The chairman gave some additional hints, which would help in the organization of a
second church. A decision was made to adjourn.
A proposal to make some changes in the pew arrangements, so that families could sit
together, was postponed until the day when the pews will be rented. This will take place
one hour before the ordinary time of renting pews.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Dr. van Raalte.

